Man was created in the “image” of God (Genesis 1:26-27), and the “key” [prime principle] discussed here is an extension of a most significant aspect of God’s “image” – the freedom (ability) to choose between opposing positions.
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The word “principle” conveys what is a rule or tenet of any particular system, structure, or organism that, when activated or utilized, contributes to the opening or understanding and securing or establishment of the system, structure, or organism.  The word “prime” conveys that which “leads,” i.e., that which is foundational, the most significant, the most important.  To put it another way, the “prime principle” is the key that will unlock and enable that which otherwise would remain locked, i.e., unknown, confounded and unachievable.

The foundation of Christianity is indeed a mystery to this world system. It embodies and is solely based upon the revelation from the Living God, the Creator of all that exists.  It encompasses God’s plan for man, man’s fall from God’s plan, and God’s following and complete redemptive plan for man.  Yet, it remains a mystery for the “natural man” who is “dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1) and who “does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them” (1 Corinthians 2:14).

(This foundation is further discussed in an associated study entitled “The Pinnacle of Christianity,” which may be reviewed at the following link: Bible One - Charles Strong's The Pinnacle of Christianity.)

Utilizing only his own intellectual and scientific resources, man is unable to comprehend God and His eternal Truth regarding the foundational purpose and plan for the human race.  Man’s only hope, his only means, is to employ the key – the prime principle – that will unlock the mystery of God and His plan for man.

Indeed, if this crucial standard would have been exercised at the very beginning by Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, this world system would not have been transformed into a most horrific degenerate state.  So the question is, “What is the prime principle, the key to unlocking the truth of God and His Word for all mankind?”

The key, the prime principle that must be utilized for man to apprehend (understand and connect to) God is “to only believe (to accept or regard as true) what God has to say about a matter.”  This key may appear to be simplistic, but it is profound beyond man’s rational capacity.  To put it another way, one must solely exercise “faith.”  Although this may not comport with man’s intellect or worldly experience, it definitely is the only means for a person to connect with the Living God, his Creator.

Man was created in the “image” of God (Genesis 1:26-27), and the “key” [prime principle] discussed here is an extension of a most significant aspect of God’s “image” – the freedom (ability) to choose between opposing positions. Truthfully, a person’s actions do reveal what he or she believes.  If Eve would only have chosen to believe God, she would never have accepted and followed the words of the serpent in the Garden (Genesis 3).  The Fall of man would never have taken place and this world system would never have mutated into its present condition.  It all depended upon the foundational, the prime principle, which is to “believe (exercise faith in) what God had to say about a matter.”

When you think about it, nothing brings more honor and satisfaction to a father and mother than when their children believe what they tell them.  Conversely, when children reject the guidance and instruction of their parents, it most always brings forth disappointment and sorrow to the parents as well as damage and eventual discomfort to the children.

God’s Word, the Holy Bible, is a book containing God’s revelation to man, which can only be apprehended (understood) by and through faith.  The word “faith” conveys the concept that one simply and solely believes what God has to say about a matter, nothing more or less. It is the only vehicle that man can employ to please his Creator.  It is the only vehicle man can employ that will release the shackles of darkness that impair spiritual insight.  Once a person exercises faith, God will complete the transaction by granting him spiritual access and an avenue of increasing enlightenment.

Faith in Christ and His substitutionary redemptive work for man on Calvary’s Cross is the sole basis for man’s spiritual (eternal) salvation.  A person who is “dead in trespasses and sins” can only be made spiritually “alive” through the vehicle of faith, i.e., making the conscious decision to trust (believe) in Christ and His work on the Cross for his eternal salvation (Ephesians 2:1, 8- 9; John 3:16-18; Acts 16:30-31).  Nothing else will accomplish this most important spiritual transition, a transition that is everlasting, unalterable by man or God.

Subsequent to man’s spiritual salvation, the only way he will be able to achieve the salvation of his soul (sanctification), which only relates to his participation (or lack of it) as part of the bride of Christ during the coming Messianic Era (the thousand year reign of Christ upon the earth), is to walk by faith in Christ, the Word of God (John 17:17; Colossians 2:6; James 1:21).

(The comprehensive plan of salvation for man, a tripartite being consisting of spirit, soul, and body, may be acquired at the following link, in this site: Salvation of the Soul.)

During this lifetime, a person only has one avenue that will connect him to God and allow his affective participation with God his Creator.  It is the avenue of faith, to actually believe what God has to say about a matter.  For this avenue to be effective it must be concretely based on “the Word of God,” which in written form clearly reveals the Living Word of God, Christ Jesus.

Christians who seriously study and exercise faith (believe what God has to say about a matter) in God’s Word assuredly secure the “salvation of their souls” (James 1:21; Hebrews 10:38-39), which will insure their approval at the Judgment Seat of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:10), resulting in their participation with Him as His bride in the coming Messianic Era (Revelation 19:7; 20:4; 2 Timothy 2:12).

Finally, a few remarks should be made as to what indicates or reflects a proper faith (believing) in what God has to say about a matter.  Probably the best example of this is found in the deportment and behavior of the centurion as reported in Matthew 8:5-13.  Once the centurion informed Christ of his suffering servant and heard Christ state that He would “come and heal him,” the centurion expressed full confidence that all that Christ needed to do was to “only speak a word” and his servant would “be healed.”  To this, Christ declared, “Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel!”  In other words, the centurion simply took a position of “rest” (comfort) in God’s Word.  He needed no further effort or demonstration.  He exercised no anxiety or continuing concern.  He simply knew that the Word of God was sufficient.  There was no need to be concerned about the matter.  When a Christian in faith asks God for an answer to a specific situation in his life, he should from that time forward take rest and not continue in doubt regarding the issue.  He should automatically know that God will most certainly respond appropriately regarding the matter at hand.

Such is the prime principle of Christianity.  Nothing else will lead to spiritual success.  The Bible is profuse with the concept.  The remainder of this document will list many, if not most, of the passages of Scripture dealing with faith, which hopefully the reader will absorb and utilize in further study and spiritual growth.

Passages of Faith

Genesis 15:6 (Romans 4:3, 9, 22; Galatians 3:6; James 2:23)
Psalm 37:3, 5
Proverbs 3:5-6
Jeremiah 17:7 (Psalm 2:12; 34:8; 125:1; 146:5; Proverbs 16:20)
Habakkuk 2:4 (John 3:36; Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38)
Matthew 6:30
Matthew 8:5-13
Matthew 8:26
Matthew 9:2
Matthew 9:22 (Luke 7:50; 8:48; 17:19; 18:42)
Matthew 9:28-29
Matthew 13:58
Matthew 14:31
Matthew 15:28
Matthew 16:8
Matthew 17:20 (Matthew 21:21; Mark 11:23; Luke 17:6)
Matthew 21:21-22
Mark 1:15b (Acts 20:21)
Mark 2:5
Mark 4:40
Mark 5:34, 36
Mark 9:23-24, 42
Mark 10:52
Mark 11:22-24 (1 Timothy 2:8; James 1:5-6)
Mark 16:16 (John 3:18, 36)
Luke 1:45
Luke 5:20
Luke 7:9, 50
Luke 8:12, 25, 28, 48, 50
Luke 17:5-6, 19
Luke 18:8
Luke 18:42
John 1:7, 12
John 2:23
John 3:14-18, 36
John 4:39, 42, 49-50, 53
John 5:24, 38, 46-47
John 6:29, 35, 40, 47, 69 (Matthew 16:16; Mark 8:29; Luke 9:20; John 1:49; 11:27)
John 7:38-39
John 8:24
John 9:35, 38 (Matthew 14:33; 16:16; Mark 1:1; John 10:36; 1 John 5:13)
John 10:24-28, 37-38
John 11:25-27, 40
John 12:36, 44, 46
John 14:11-12
John 16:8a, 9, 27, 31
John 17:20
John 20:29-31
Acts 2:21 (Romans 10:13-14a)
Acts 8:37
Acts 9:42
Acts 10:43
Acts 11:17, 21
Acts 13:38-39, 48 (Romans 3:28; 8:3; Hebrews 7:19)
Acts 14:23
Acts 15:7-9
Acts 16:30-31, 34
Acts 18:8, 27
Acts 19:4
Acts 20:21 (Mark 1:15)
Acts 22:19
Acts 26:18
Romans 1:8 (Colossians 1:3, 4; 1 Thessalonians 1:8)
Romans 1:16-17 (Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 2:9; Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38)
Romans 3:21-30
Romans 4:1-25 (Genesis 15:6; 2 Chronicles 20:7; Isaiah 41:8; Romans 4:3; Galatians 3:6; James 2:23)
Romans 5:1-2
Romans 9:30-33 (Psalm 118:22; Isaiah 8:14; 28:16; Matthew 21:42; Luke 2:34; Acts 4:11; 1 Corinthians 1:23; 1 Peter 2:6-8)
Romans 10:8-11, 13-14a, 17 (Deuteronomy 30:14; Matthew 10:32; Luke 12:8; Acts 2:21; Romans 9:33)
Romans 11:20
Romans 12:3, 6
Romans 14:22-23
1 Corinthians 1:21
1 Corinthians 2:5 (2 Corinthians 4:7; 6:7)
1 Corinthians 13:2, 13 (1 Corinthians 12:8-10)
1 Corinthians 15:1-2, 11, 14, 17
2 Corinthians 1:24 (Romans 11:20; 1 Corinthians 3:5; 15:1)
2 Corinthians 4:13
2 Corinthians 5:7 (2 Corinthians 4:18; Ephesians 3:12, 17; 5:25; Hebrews 11:1)
Galatians 2:16 (Acts 13:38-39; Romans 1:17; 3:20, 22, 28; 8:3; Galatians 3:11, 24; Hebrews 7:18-19)
Galatians 2:20 (Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38)
Galatians 3:2, 5-11, 13-14, 22, 24, 26 (Habakkuk 2:4; Genesis 12:3; 15:6; 18:18; 22:18; Acts 3:25; Romans 1:17; 4:3, 9, 21-22; Philippians 2:12; James 2:23)
Ephesians 1:12-13, 15 (Colossians 1:4; Philemon 1:5)
Ephesians 2:8-9 (Romans 3:20, 24, 27-28; 4:2, 16; 11:6; Ephesians 2:5; 2 Timothy 1:9; Titus 3:5)
Ephesians 3:12, 17a
Ephesians 6:16
Philippians 1:25
Philippians 3:9
Colossians 1:4
Colossians 2:5-7, 12 (Ephesians 3:17; 2 Corinthians 5:7; Colossians 2:7)
1 Thessalonians 1:3, 7-8
1 Thessalonians 2:13
1 Thessalonians 3:6-7
1 Thessalonians 5:8
2 Thessalonians 1:3-4, 10 [3a]
2 Thessalonians 3:2
1 Timothy 1:3-5, 14, 16 [3a] (1 Timothy 4:7; 6:3-4, 10, 20; 2 Timothy 2:14, 16, 23; Titus 1:14; 3:9)
1 Timothy 2:8, 15
1 Timothy 3:13
1 Timothy 4:10, 12 (Titus 2:7, 15; 1 Peter 5:3)
1 Timothy 6:11
2 Timothy 1:5, 13 (Titus 1:9; Hebrews 10:23; Revelation 2:25)
2 Timothy 2:22
2 Timothy 3:15
Titus 2:2
Philemon 1:4-6
Hebrews 4:2
Hebrews 6:1, 12
Hebrews 10:22a, 38-39 (Hebrews 11)
Hebrews 11:1-40)
Hebrews 12:2 (Psalm 110:1; Luke 24:26; Philippians 2:8; Hebrews 1:3, 13; 8:1; 1 Peter 1:11; 3:22)
James 1:3, 5-6
James 2:14-26
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1 Peter 1:6-9
2 Peter 1:1
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